
 

    

Appendix A – Application Summary and Rubric 
 

 

Applicants must provide qualifying responses to the following for their application to be scored. 

Applications that fail to provide qualifying responses to ANY of the following will be disqualified and the 

application will not be scored: 

 

• Name of industry sector partnership. 

• Name of lead applicant/fiscal agent. 

1. Describe the lead applicant’s track record of fiscal responsibility and stewardship. 

2. Describe how the lead applicant will ensure that the strategy and activities of the 

partnership will be led by the collective voice of the employer-members. 

3. Identify the partnership’s focus industry sector(s): 

a. If the partnership is focusing on multiple industry sectors, explain the relationship 

and shared workforce challenges that necessitate combining efforts 

4. Attach proposed budget using template. 
5. Process to understand partnerships. 

a. Many communities in Ohio have created sector partnerships. Describe the process 
your partnership has undergone to understand sector partnerships in your focus 
industry across the state. 

b. b. Many communities in Ohio have created sector partnerships. Describe the process 
your partnership has undergone to understand 
sector partnerships in your region of the state in all industries6.  Identify counties 
covered by industry sector partnership. If applicable, explain how the identified 
region represents the laborshed for the focus industry sector. 

6. Describe how your partnerships will align existing programs and activities that are currently 
operating independently to the benefit of Ohioans. 
 

 
 

Applications will be assigned weighted scores based upon responses to the following: 
 

Field Weight 

7. Identify how the partnerships will align existing programs and activities 
that are currently operating independently to the benefit of Ohioans. 

5 

8. In a prioritized order, identify the top 3 to 5 focus occupations of the 
industry sector partnership. Scoring will be weighted in favor of high-
paying, in-demand occupations that can be filled by credential completers.  

10 

  



 

    

Field Weight 

9A. For partnerships seeking Accelerant grant: Describe how your 
partnership has performed or utilized labor supply and demand analyses to 
guide partnership strategy.  
 
9A. For partnerships seeking Spark grant: Describe how your partnership 
will perform or utilize labor supply and demand analyses to guide 
partnership strategy.  

10 9B. For partnerships seeking Accelerant grant: For undersupplied 
occupations, describe how employer-members of the partnership will 
collaborate to increase regional labor supply, rather than encouraging 
transfer between companies. 
 
9B. For partnerships seeking Spark grant:  For undersupplied occupations, 
describe how employer-members of the partnership will collaborate to 
increase regional labor supply, rather than encouraging transfer between 
companies. 

10. Describe your partnership’s plan to increase employment and economic 
advancement opportunities for populations with barriers to employment. 
Attach letters of support from social service agencies and/or community 
organizations, describing how they will support this plan. Do not use form 
letters. Each letter must be unique and describe in detail how the agency or 
community organization will specifically support this plan. (Scan and upload 
all letters of support for this question as a single PDF document. Do not 
upload letters that do not relate to this question.) 

5 

11A. Describe your plan to increase credential attainment in Ohio, 
considering the state’s goals to increase attainment of industry-recognized 
credentials in K-12 through programs such as TechCred and IMAP. 

20 

11B. Describe your plan to increase credential attainment in Ohio, 
considering the state’s goals to support industry-recognized credentials 
attainment by adults through programs such as TechCred and IMAP. 

12. Partnership-developed deliverables and KPIs: Provide at least three (3) 
deliverables that will be met within the grant period if awarded and key 
performance indicators that your partnership will use to evaluate progress 
on meeting the deliverables. Provide a narrative detailing the 
implementation strategy for each deliverable, with specific dates for 
milestones. Each deliverable should be accompanied by a quantitative 
metric that will serve as a key performance indicator with stated goals for 
the award period. 

25 

  



 

    

Field Weight 

13A. Describe the partnership’s plan for tracking activities and performing 
quantitative reporting. Unsatisfactory or insufficient reporting plans may 
disqualify an application if the reporting plan is unlikely to be able to 
quantitatively measure success in meeting selected deliverables and 
measuring KPIs.  

15 

13B. Describe the partnership’s plan for tracking activities and performing 
qualitative reporting. Unsatisfactory or insufficient reporting plans may 
disqualify an application if the reporting plan is unlikely to be able to 
qualitatively measure success in meeting selected deliverables and 
measuring KPIs. 

14. Attach letters of support and commitment to contribute from 
businesses. Do not use form letters. Each letter must be unique and 
describe in detail how the business will specifically support this plan. (Scan 
and upload all letters of support for this question as a single PDF document. 
Do not upload letters that do not relate to this question.) 

5 

15. Attach letters of support from education and/or training entities, 
Workforce Development Boards, OhioMeansJobs Centers, local economic 
development organizations and/or K-12 Business Advisory Councils (Ohio 
Revised Code 3313.82). Do not use form letters. Each letter must be unique 
and describe in detail how the agency or organization will specifically 
support this plan. (Scan and upload all letters of support for this question as 
a single PDF document. Do not upload letters that do not relate to this 
question.) 

5 

Total Points Available 100 

 
16. Attach a list detailing the member composition of the Industry Sector Partnership. Please upload this 
document as an Excel attachment. 
 


